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Our Mission 
The mission of Adopt-a-Village 
International (AaVI) is to partner 
with strategic leaders in developing 
countries to provide sustainable 
improvements in the basic human 
needs of impoverished villages. We 
accomplish this by providing a hand 
up, not a hand out, to break the 
cycle of poverty.  
 

Letter from the Chairman 
2009 started off with a bang, as AaVI received a $40,000 grant from 
Rotary to provide fresh water to over a dozen rural schools in Ecuador. 
Along with fresh water, toilet and shower facilities will be installed. Tied in 
with sanitation and hygiene training, this will dramatically change the lives 
of the children in our adopted villages. 
 

As a 100% volunteer driven and operated organization, volunteers are our 
lifeblood. We continue to look for volunteers to help in many areas, 
including board positions, trip planners, trip participants and  leaders, 
organizers, fund raisers, and those with medical, dental, and mechanical 
skills. 
 

This year we hope to have four or five trips, with two of our trips being 
organized by local high schools to provide a wonderful in-country 
experience for the students, while providing critical services. Imagine what 
a life changing event this will be, not only for the local villagers who will 
be helped, but even more importantly for our young travelers. Third world 
poverty can be eliminated, especially if we can get the younger generation 
committed to providing service, training and education to those in dire 
need. 
 

Please enjoy our newsletter, and if at all possible help us meet the 
overwhelming needs in Ecuador and Peru, by donating your time, skills 
and resources. We remain humbled by not only the needs in these 
countries, but also in your continuing support of AaVI and our mission to 
“provide a hand up, not a hand out, to break the cycle of poverty.” 
 

~Darrell Fleck, Chairman 

Adopt-a-Village International and Rotary International 
AaVI is a non-sectarian not-for-profit public charity that is run largely by 
Rotarians. AaVI has been successful assisting Rotary clubs and other NGOs 
in Colorado, Peru and Ecuador to help make sustainable changes in the 
villages to which they provide service. Local Rotary clubs in Peru and 
Ecuador provide assistance and direction with regards to the most pressing 
needs as well as logistics and support when teams arrive to provide 
service. Matching grant opportunities are also utilized for projects such as 
clean water.  

~Scott Perry, Secretary 
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• From April 23 to May 8, four dentists will be providing much needed 
care to locals in Guaranda and the Pedro Moncayo area of Ecuador. 
This trip is being coordinated and led by the Judith Lombeida 
Medical Foundation. 

• From June 8-21, Doherty High School students will be assisting a 
medical team treating locals in Peru. 

• From June 24 to July 9, Manitou High School students will travel to 
the Pedro Moncayo area of Ecuador. Among other activities, the 
students will be helping locals build new school buildings. AaVI will 
be co-sponsoring rather than exclusively sponsoring this trip. 

• In addition to these planned trips, AaVI volunteers are considering 
undertaking a trip to Guaranda, Ecuador this fall with a surgical 
team in order to provide locals with medical treatment that is 
normally unavailable in that area. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

5K Fundraiser at Palmer Park 
 

In order to raise money for their upcoming AaVI medical trip to Peru, Doherty High School students will 
be hosting and participating in a fundraising run on May 30th at Palmer Park (Maizeland Road and N. 

Academy Blvd.). There will be a 5K, 10K and a kids' fun run. 100% of the proceeds will be used to 
purchase medicines and supplies for the trip. The kids' fun run will start at 8:00am, the 10K at 8:30am, 

and the 5K at 8:45am. Pre-registration costs $10 and race day registration costs $15. 
For more information, contact Katie Walker at kawalker@hsd2.org. 

 

 

Upcoming Projects – Spring Summer 2009 
 

AaVI volunteers will be carrying out the following projects this 
summer: 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Microloan Program 
AaVI is currently developing a microloan 
program. While details for the microloan 
program are still being streamlined, the most 
likely first project will involve the establishment 
of a pig nursery in the Ecuadorian village of 
Cananvalle (in the Pedro Moncayo canton of 
Pichincha Province, Ecuador). The pig nursery 
will generate job opportunities, enhance the 
local diet, and improve the quality of life of the 
local populace. The project will affect an 
estimated 450 people. 
 
One of the most important aspects of 
successful microloan projects is having the 
recipients devise the foundations of the plan 
themselves, based on their knowledge of what 
they need and what will work in their 
community. AaVI will assist villagers in the 
acquisition of one male and eight female pigs 
to start the program.  More pigs will be raised 
from this foundation breeding population. The 
program will include education on how to 
successfully raise pigs. A similar program 
involving the establishment of a chicken 
nursery is also being considered. Financial 
support for this program is certainly welcomed! 
 

Adopt-a-Dentist Program 
AaVI is seeking to establish a program involving Colorado Springs area dentists “adopting” Ecuadorian dentists.  
This program would help fund and train dentists to work in areas in dire need of regular and consistent dental 
care.  Our goal is to open a dental facility, overseen by a licensed Ecuadorian dentist and operated by two 
recent graduates from an Ecuadorian dental school.  US-based dentists will visit the region to provide higher 
level dental care, while mentoring and training the recent graduates. 
 

Interested in Donating 
or Volunteering? 

 
One of the best ways to contribute is to 
share your time and talents. Volunteers 
come from all different age groups and 
backgrounds. Consider joining an Adopt-a-
Village International medical, dental, or 
reality trip, and help give a hand up to a 
community in need. Please visit our website 
(www.adoptavillageinternational.org) to see 
an updated schedule of planned trips and 
learn more about AaVI and how you can 
help change someone's life, including your 
own. 
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